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A Common Starting Point… 





Acts 6:1-6 





The Young Church 
Grows 







Problem 
and Solution 







“There was tension between these two groups because 
the Hebrews thought the Hellenists were being 

unfaithful to their families by neglecting their culture.” 

 Elder’s Digest, January/March 2013, 22 



“The enemy [Satan] succeeded in arousing the 
suspicions of some who had formerly been in the 
habit of looking with jealousy on their brethren 

in the faith and of finding fault with their 
spiritual leaders.” 

Acts of the Apostles,  88 



“Then the twelve called the multitude of the disciples 
unto them, and said, It is not reason that we should leave 

the word of God, and serve tables” 

Acts 6:2 



The First Deacons 



“Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you seven men of 
honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we 

may appoint over this business” 

Acts 6:3 



But we will give ourselves 
continually to prayer, and to the 

ministry of the word. 

Acts 6:4 





“They presented these men to the apostles, who prayed 
and laid their hands on them.” This action was an 

“ancient Hebrew custom of laying on of hands as an 
expression of confidence and affirmation.” 

Howard B. Foshee, Now That You’re a Deacon 



“[n]ewly elected deacons cannot fill their office until 
they have been ordained by an ordained pastor 

currently credentialed by the conference.” 

The Church Manual 



“The sacred rite of ordination should be characterized by 
simplicity and [be] performed in the presence of the 

church. The pastor . . . assisted by an elder where 
appropriate, ordains the deacons by prayer and the laying 

on of hands.” 

The Church Manual 



From Servant to 
Deacon 



• “to be ministered unto”= diaconhqhnai) 

• “to minister” = diaconhsai 

• come from the root word “diaconew” 

• derived from the word “deacon” 

 

Acts 6:2 





Biblical Deaconesses 



For Phoebe, Paul uses the word “diakonon” 

Romans 16:1-2 

Philippians  4:2-3 

Paul mentions two women—Euodia and Syntyche—as “co-
workers” 





“[s]criptural evidence and extra-biblical sources indicate that 
female deacons or deaconesses served the first-century 

Christian church. They ministered to the women, especially 
those who were poor and sick. Deaconesses have continued 

to serve in various church denominations throughout the 
centuries.” 



Sister Sarepta Myrenda Irish Henry 



Isaiah’s Prophecy 



Jesus “ministered to the spiritual, physical, and emotional 
needs of those with whom He came in contact. Most of 

Jesus’s ministry was devoted to nurturing and training His 
disciples and healing the sick” 



A Living Example 



 “This was His method of training them for their 
future work of ministry. As their faith in Him 

increased and they learned to follow His instructions, 
He sent them out to do as they had seen...” 



 “The concept that Jesus was trying to instill in His disciples 
was that a ministry is not about power, control, and 

greatness as viewed by worldly standards, but it is about 
service to God and humanity.” 





“When Jesus had called the Twelve together, He gave 
them power and authority to drive out all demons and 
to cure diseases, and He sent them out to proclaim the 

kingdom of God and to heal the sick” 

Luke 9:1-2 (NIV) 





Carrying This 
Forward 



“Then the twelve called the multitude of the disciples unto 
them, and said, ‘It would not be right for us to neglect the 

ministry of the word of God in order to wait on tables.. . . . But 
we will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to the 

ministry of the word” 

Acts 6:2,4 (NIV) 






