
Ministerial Association 

Deacons and 
Deaconesses 
Ministry Roles 







 “...just as the Son of Man did not come 
to be served, but to serve, and to give his 

life as a ransom for many” 
 

Matthew 20:28 (NIV) 



Election of  
Deacons and Deaconesses 



“Need to be Tested” 

1 Timothy 3:10 



“They must first be tested; and then if 
there is nothing against them, let them 

serve as deacons” (NIV) 

1 Timothy 3:10 





Ordination 



Deacons and deaconesses must be ordained 
by “...an ordained pastor currently 

credentialed by the conference... by prayer 
and laying on of hands.” 



A Restriction 



“Deacons [and deaconesses] are not authorized to 
preside at any of the ordinances of the church or 

business meetings...” 



“...and cannot perform the marriage 
ceremony or officiate at the reception or 

transfer of members.” 



Responsibilities 



1. Worship Service 
2. Sabbath School 
3. Communion Service 
4. Baptism Ceremony 



5. Caring for the Sick and Poor 
6. Visitation 
7. Caring for Church Resources 
8. Teaching God’s Word 



Worship 
Service 



• Create a comfortable environment 
• Giving Welcome 
• Help the pastor and elders 
• Problem-solving role 

 
 



• Environment of reverence 
• Collect tithes and offerings 
• Cleaning areas 
• Lost and found 

 
 



Sabbath School 



• Be prepared to participate 
• Be prepared to facilitate the review  
• They are role models of Christian 

living 



Communion 
Service 



A plan to collect and launder used 
towels. 



Foot Washing is where the roles of deacons and 
deaconesses separate slightly. 





The Lord’s Supper  



Help guide the flow of people to ensure 
this runs smoothly. 



“...bread and wine should not be consumed, but 
disposed of in a respectful manner by the deacons and 

deaconesses following the Lord’s Supper.” 



Baptism  
Ceremony 



“short welcoming 
  ceremony” 



• Electrical devices and microphones  
• Help in the changing area 
• Clean up after Baptism 



Funeral  
Service 



•Sending flowers to the family 
•Deacons are to prepare the area 



•Preparation of meal, serving and clean-up 
•Can serve as flower bearers if needed 



Caring for the 
Sick and Poor  





“They are charged with assisting the 
sick, poor, and unfortunate and should 

keep the church informed...” 



“Have the elders and deacons of the church 
looked after the weak and straying ones? 

And have they realized that the wavering are 
in danger of losing their souls?...” 



“... Have you tried both by precept and 
example to plant the feet of the straying on 

the eternal Rock?” 



Visitation 



 •To become better acquainted with church members 
 •To strengthen new and absentee members 



• To identify the needs of the elderly, disabled, and widows 
• To give comfort and support to church members in 

hospital 



• To help church members... 
• To help single parents of their own gender with 

household needs 



• To address family crisis 
• To encourage faithfulness and Christian stewardship 



“This ministry is responsible for the 
physical care of their church” 

Caring for Church 
Resources 



•Opening the church building and 
classrooms for Sabbath worship 

•Preparing the worship area for 
Sabbath worship 



•Repair of broken widows, lights, and 
plumbing 

•Advising the church’s budget 
committee 



•Opening the church building and 
classrooms 

•Preparing the worship area for 
Sabbath worship 



Teaching God’s Word  



•Acts 6:1-6  
•1 Timothy 3:8-13 



“...just as the Son of Man did not come 
to be served, but to serve” 

Matthew 20:28 (NIV) 





Conclusion 



”The word of God increased; and the number 
of disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly” 

Acts 6:7 (NIV) 




